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Study Guide for The Freedom Run, by Phil Campagna

Preface & Chapter 1

1. The preface—a short, introductory scene at the start of the book—seems drawn from a point of view different from the main character’s. Why do you think the author did this? Why include a preface at all?

2. Carol is boarding at the convent in Minichinas. Why? Where did she live before?

3. Do you feel that Michael is truly in love with Carol? List two or three examples from Chapter 1 proving your opinion.

4. What is it about Carol that Michael finds hard to understand?

5. Something in Michael’s life is causing him to have feelings of guilt. What is it? What do you think he could do about it? (What would you do?)

6. There are many examples of foreshadowing and pointers in the preface and Chapter 1. List three or four of them. Try to find at least one “little” one that’s more subtle than the rest.

7. The author has not used chapter titles. If you were to give Chapter 1 a title, what would it be? (This question will appear for each chapter. Have fun, and be creative!)
A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 2

1. The author mentions “the warm, dry breeze of August” as Michael stands beneath the pines. In the preface, “the icy breeze of August” sweeps around an unnamed character as he stands beneath a dead pine. Why did the author do this—and why is one August breeze “icy”?

2. Find two examples showing that Michael can be selfish at times.

3. What is the significance of the second-last line of Chapter 2?

4. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 3

1. The author lets us know that Aunt Angela was a popular person—without actually telling us. How does he do this?

2. Both this chapter and the one before it are very short. What reasons would the author have not to combine them into one?

3. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 4

1. The chapter opens with Michael contemplating his life so far at the mission. How long has he been there now?

2. Michael has a dim view of most of the other missionaries, and is not religious at all. He also has a knack for getting himself into trouble. Do you think he should have been allowed to come? Why or why not?

3. In Chapter 4 we learn a great deal more about Carol. Does this make her more “real” as a person? If so, how?

4. Discuss the author’s use of humour in this chapter. What purpose does it serve? How does it affect our perception of the serious event at the end?

5. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 5

1. What is the mood of this chapter at the start? At the end? Just before the end?

2. Chile is in the southern hemisphere. Near the beginning of this chapter, Michael says two things that remind us of this fact. What are they?

3. What important things do we learn about Carol in this chapter?

4. There are good examples of pointers and foreshadowing in this chapter. What are they?

5. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 6

1. Several book reviewers have called The Freedom Run “vivid”—one went so far as to say, “The reader is there.” What does the author do in this chapter to make his story vivid?

2. List three things Orlando hears in this chapter that contribute to the mood.

3. List three things he thinks that contribute to the mood.

4. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 7

1. Orlando looks quite a bit like Michael. Why do you suppose the author did this?

2. Cite an example from the story showing that Michael may be a brave person.

3. What does Orlando do to earn the trust of Father Heighes?

4. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 8

1. Orlando arrived with items in his possession that seem to conflict with one another. What were they?

2. At this point in the story, we’ve only just begun to get to know Orlando. In your opinion (with what we know so far), is he a freedom fighter or a terrorist? List the reasons for your opinion.

3. By taking in Orlando, Father Heighes has endangered both himself and Michael. Do you agree with his decision? 

4. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 9

1. Father Heighes utters mild curses now and then, which one reviewer called “unlikely”. Do you agree? Why or why not?

2. List three or four things the author does to build tension when the train appears.

3. Even after Orlando is hidden safely away, there are hints that not all is well just yet. What are they?

4. At the end of the story, something dramatic happens. Has it changed your opinion of Orlando? Why or why not?

5. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 10

1. Michael is not even mentioned during the first four paragraphs of this chapter—indeed, no one at all is mentioned by name. There is also no dialogue. How does the author keep the story moving without these things? In your opinion, is the reader still drawn into the chapter effectively—does it make you want to read more? Why or why not?

2. How does Michael’s looking like Orlando draw him into the plot in this chapter?

3. Do you feel, at the end of this chapter, that Basaulto is the villain he’s been made out to be? Give reasons for your opinion.

4. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 11

1. Orlando uses “dark humour” in this chapter. What does he say?

2. List two things Orlando says that just might be foreshadowing.

3. Why does Michael take the chance of going into the crypt?

4. Michael doesn’t tell Orlando that his sister has been tortured—and Orlando seems to sense he is holding back information. Why doesn’t he press Michael for details?

5. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 12

1. In the first few lines of this chapter, Carol and Michael are on the road to Chercos. Next, the action shifts to something that happened earlier. Paragraph six returns the action to the present. Why do you suppose the author did this?

2. Three sentences in this chapter are used to let us know that water sprayed on the protestors is coloured. We also learn why this is done. Nonetheless, we are never directly told that the water is tinted, nor why. How is this done? What effect does this have on the writing?

3. Read the following paragraph:

A moment later, someone hit him on the back of the head. Michael fell to the ground. The last thing he heard before blacking out was a scream from Carol.

Now reread the last paragraph from Chapter 12.

Both say the same thing—but one might be more effective. Which one is it, and why do you think this is so?

4. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 13

1. Reread the first two paragraphs of Chapter 13. Note that they take place when Michael awakes—but before he has opened his eyes. In your opinion, does this make the writing more or less vivid? Why?

2. the subject matter of this chapter is very serious, and is based on things that actually happened during those years in Chile. Despite this, there are small moments of humour sprinkled in. In your opinion:

a. Why did the author do this?

b. What effect does it have on the story?

c. Would you have done the same, or something else? Why?

3. When the officers lead Michael away from the cell, they treat him rather roughly. At the last moment, however, they let him go to walk on his own. Why did they do this?

4. Michael seems to be changing somehow in this chapter. Does the main character of a book need to change in some way? Why do you feel that this is or is not so?

5. What if Carol had been the risk-taking, reluctant participant, and Michael the religious one? What if the roles had been reversed, and Carol had followed Michael to Chile instead of to other way around? What if it had been her trying to save Matilde—and winding up in jail? Give your opinions on:

a. how you think the story would be different, and

b. what things would stay the same.

6. Michael tried—and failed—to save Matilde. Would you have done what he did? What things might you do differently?

7. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 14

1. Consider the names of the following characters:

Carol / Zak / Col. Basaulto / Father Heighes

Discuss how these names might be a subtle form of characterization. Would the names below work as well for these characters? Why or why not?


Britney / Anthony / Col. Arroyo y Ramírez / Father Griswold

2. What does Michael say to Carol that gives away his knowledge of Orlando?

3. Exhausted from the events of the past few days, Michael recalls two lines from a poem (“The Second Coming”, by William Butler Yeats). Why does it seem appropriate to him all of a sudden?

4. Even before Michael discovers Orlando in his bunk, there are strong signs that the story is about to shift gears—that things cannot continue as they have for very much longer. List several indications of this from the chapter.

5. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 15

1. When the missionaries discover Orlando, they are apprehensive at first. Justin, in particular, seems to feel Orlando is a terrorist. Is it possible that their feelings are partly justified? Discuss why this might be so.

2. At one point, Michael kicks a table in frustration, sending someone’s Monopoly token “flying off Bay Street”. Think of your own Monopoly game if you own one, or ask someone who does. Is there a Bay Street in this game? Most likely there isn’t—yet there is in the game in the book. Do some research to find out why this is so. (Hint: You might try the Internet on this one.)

3. What purpose does the character of Marc seem to have in the plot?

4. One reviewer of The Freedom Run complained of “stilted conversations”, especially involving Orlando.

a. Find two examples of dialogue in this chapter that could be rewritten to sound more realistic.

b. Rewrite them to sound more realistic.

5. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 16

1. Go through this chapter, and list words the author uses that contribute to the story’s mood. What is the “main” mood of this chapter?

2. Why did Orlando run along the wrong side of the stream before crossing with the others?

3. Michael leads the orphans and other missionaries across the stream to escape the Chilean police and army. Why did he feel it was necessary? Would you have done the same? 

4. The years in which Augusto Pinochet was in power in Chile were difficult years indeed for many. Research to find out the following:

a. What year did Pinochet come to power?

b. How did he become president?

c. What happened in Chile during the Pinochet years?

5. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 17

1. In the last chapter, the missionaries and orphans were nearly caught. Now it seems they are quite some distance ahead of their pursuers. We are not told why this is. What do you think may have slowed Basaulto down?

2. Rank the following characters in order of who you think is braver. Start with the bravest and work your way down:

Carol / Justin / Michael / Orlando

3. Was Justin justified in trying to take the orphans back?

4. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 18

1. A disagreement arises over whether or not dogs can track in the rain. Can they? Research to find the answer.

2. There are many examples in this chapter of sensory details that involve senses other than sight. Find at least five examples of this.

3. Discuss the last two paragraphs of the chapter. What mood do they create? What do they seem to be hinting at?

4. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 19

1. Orlando states that he would kill Basaulto if he had a chance. Do you think he really means it?

2. Orlando reveals a new reason why Basaulto may be trying so hard to capture him. Does this news come as a surprise? Why or why not? In your opinion, should this change the reader’s opinion of Orlando? If so, how?

3. How would you describe the mood at the beginning of this chapter? At the end?

4. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 20

1. The first paragraph of the chapter is only seven words long—yet it may be one of the most powerful in the entire chapter. Why?

2. An “enigma” is a person, place, or thing that is puzzling or not easily understood. In what ways is the character of Orlando an enigma? What about Justin?

3. In the second last paragraph of Chapter 20, the sun breaks through. What is it about the position of the sun that would make this paragraph impossible in Canada? Explain.

4. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 21

1. Michael needs to get everyone into Argentina, but there are at least four or five things preventing this from happening. What are they?

2. In your opinion, why did the occupants of the helicopter ignore Michael—neither assisting nor capturing him?

3. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 22

1. The Freedom Run went through several revisions before it was ever sent to a publisher. In the original draft, the first paragraph of Chapter 22 was instead the last of chapter 21. What reasons might the author have had for moving it?

2. When Orlando returns, it is apparent that the predicament they are all in is getting worse and worse. What purpose does this serve to the plot of the book?

3. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 23

1. Find the following sentences in Chapter 22. With each one, what is the author really telling us?

a. He blinked, twice.

b. He let go of Orlando and turned away to wipe snow from his eyes.

c. What other reason could there be for all this?

2. What do we learn about Cristián in this chapter?

3. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 24

1. The missionaries and orphans continue down the mountainside on a stripe of debris (moraine) where two glaciers have joined together. See if you can find a picture of such a glacier, either in books or the Internet.

2. Basaulto shows up again at the end of the chapter. What makes him an even bigger threat in Argentina than he was in Chile?

3. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 25

1. What does Carol say that makes Michael realize that even she has given up hope?

2. Michael seems to blame himself when things go badly. In your opinion, is this necessary? Is he being too hard on himself?

3. Find a scene in this chapter that you feel is vivid. What exactly makes it so? Give examples.

4. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 26

1. In this chapter, the author describes something as if it were water. What is it?

2. Find a sentence or paragraph in this chapter that you particularly like. In your opinion, what makes it so effective?

3. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 27

1. The author continues to describe something in this chapter as if it were water. List some of the adjectives he uses to do this? What effect does it have on the story?

2. For this chapter, the author researched the variety of wildcats found in the Argentinean Andes. The cat that threatens Michael, however, was in fact a wolf in the book’s first draft. Why do you suppose this was changed?

3. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 28

1. This book is set in the past. Though the actual date is never mentioned, Basaulto mentions an event that actually took place: the murder of the mayor of Santiago. Research this, and using that date and other clues in the book, determine the exact date on which this chapter takes place.

2. What does Basaulto do to prove to Michael that he can be trusted? Would you trust him after that yourself?

3. What does Michael do at the end of this chapter to protect the others?

4. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 29

1. As in Chapter 13, the first two paragraphs of this chapter take place before Michael opens his eyes. Again, the story is briefly told using senses other than vision. In fact, counting the visual references in the third paragraph, only one out of five senses is not used. Which is it?

2. What time of day is it when Michael awakens? When he begins to hallucinate? How many sentences are used to show the passage of time in-between?

3. Using a detailed map of South America, find the following:

a. The Paso Pino de Hachado

b. The Agrio River

c. Liucura

(Note: the town of Chercos in the book does not really exist.)

4. Michael “borrows” a horse to return to the others. Why is it easy to accept the idea of Michael on a horse?

5. What is the significance of Orlando telling Michael to keep the crucifix because “I no longer need it”?

6. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Chapter 30

1. This short chapter ties up all the loose ends—or does it? There’s one major “end” left “loose” at the end of the book. What is it?

2. Carol and Michael are still very much in love at the end of the book. In your opinion, are they going to stay that way?

3. Imagine that a big movie production company is making a film out of The Freedom Run—and you have been hired to do the casting. Make a list of the major characters in the book. What actors and actresses would you cast for each role? Have fun with this—pick singers or other public figures if you like—but try to match personalities realistically.

4. Now the same production company wants to make a sequel: The Freedom Run Part 2. You’ve been hired to create a script. Who will the main character be—Michael or someone else? What will be the focus of the plot? Will Orlando ever turn up, or will the story deal with something else—another mission, perhaps? Create an outline for your script.

5. A good title for this chapter would be __________________________________

Summary

1. Publishing houses often change the title of a book before it goes to press. The original title of The Freedom Run was River of Time—which the publisher later confessed she hated. Suppose you had to choose yet another title for The Freedom Run. What would a good title be? __________________________________

2. An author’s note at the end of the book mentions the end of the Pinochet regime, but cautions that democracy in Chile may remain fragile for some time to come. Do some research on Chile, and find out what has happened there since the story was published. Do Chileans still enjoy democracy?

Freedom Run Trivia

· Phil Campagna was sixteen when he started work on The Freedom Run (though the book was completed and published much later).

· The original draft included a character named “Regis”—however, for some reason, this proved to be easily confused with “Justin” when read. Regis’ name was changed to “Marc” by the second draft.

· The first draft of The Freedom Run was nearly twice as long as the published book. It was cut over the course of five revisions by 48%—before ever being sent to a publisher! Ironically, the author reports that the publisher had him put some of it back in (Michael’s getting in trouble at the mission, for example). Also dropped: entire chapters dealing with the mission training camp in Banff, between Aunt Angela’s death and Michael’s arrival in Chile.

· Phil Campagna wanted a fairly common name for his main character. He choose Michael because it was the second most common name for baby boys born in Saskatchewan that year. At the time, Mr. Campagna lived on Preston Avenue…so three guesses where Michael’s surname came from!

· Through the course of editing, both before and after being accepted by a publisher, Carol’s last name somehow got dropped from the book—it is never mentioned! The author reports that, for the record, her last name was Ryma.

· The idea of sending teens on foreign missions actually occurred to the author after he started writing the book. It came to him while watching a news documentary on real life teenaged missionaries.

· Minichinas is a fictional town, though it is loosely patterned after many towns in central Saskatchewan. As a boy, Mr. Campagna actually lived for a time in a building he later used as the Minichinas store.

· In order to accurately write certain scenes, Mr. Campagna took lessons in horsemanship and riding.

· Phil Campagna’s second book is The Liberty Circle, a young adult novel that deals with racism.

· The main editor of The Freedom Run is herself a writer of young adult novels: Diana Wieler, author of Last Chance Summer, Bad Boy, the RanVan the Defender series, and Drive.

http://www.philcampagna.com
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